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xecutive

SummaryE

The Oakland County Trails 

Master Plan has been devel-

oped to provide a framework 

for creating a connected sys-

tem of greenways and trails 

throughout Oakland County. 

This non-motorized system is 

envisioned to serve a diverse 

range of users, providing safe 

and well-maintained linkages 

to important natural, cultur-

al and civic destinations and 

other points of interest within 

and outside of the county.

The development of the Trails Master Plan 

was overseen by the Oakland Trails Advisory 

Council, Oakland County Parks and Recreation 

Department and Oakland County Planning & 

Economic Development Services. These agen-

cies serve in a leadership role in the develop-

ment of a connected non-motorized system, 

but rely on the determined efforts of numer-

ous local agencies, trail commissions, friends 

groups and property owners for trail implemen-

tation. To date, 95 miles of completed trails 

stretch across Oakland County, with 13 miles 

in the planning, design and development stage 

and another 146 miles of trails under consider-

ation.

Oakland County Trails

Non-motorized trail systems are developed 

or are being planned throughout the Coun-

ty for use by a wide variety of trail users. 
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The major existing trail routes in Oakland 

County include:

I-275 Bike Path• 

Polly Ann Trail• 

Paint Creek Trail• 

Clinton River Trail• 

West Bloomfield Trail• 

Lakes Community Trail• 

Huron Valley Trail• 

Headwaters Trails• 

These major trails are complimented by a 

substantial network of secondary pathways and 

greenways that extend throughout the County. 

Each with a specific purpose and design, Oak-
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Gap Analysis

Alternative routes are identified and assessed for four of the critical missing links within 

Oakland County. This map shows the alternative routes to bridge the Clinton River Trail gap 

within Pontiac.

land County’s current and planned non-motor-

ized network employs a hierarchical system of 

pathways, as noted below:

1. Trail

2. Safety/Side Path

3. Sidewalk

4. Bike Lane

5. Bike Route

6. Park Path

7. Water Trail

An important focus of the Oakland County 

Trails Master Plan is the bridging of several pri-

mary “gaps,” or critical missing links that exist 

in the major trail system, including:
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Clinton River Trail (through Pontiac)• 

Paint Creek and Polly Ann Trails• 

West Bloomfield, Lakes Community, and • 

Huron Valley Trails

These gaps were evaluated and discussed in 

great detail during the development of the 

Master Plan. For each gap, several prospective 

connector routes were identified and assessed 

based on their opportunities and constraints. 

In the end, it was determined there may not be 

a “preferred” route to bridge each gap; rather, 

it was found that multiple connector routes 

should be developed. The implementation of 

several connector routes for each gap will pro-

vide users with different trail experiences and 

provide an overall benefit to the system users, 

owners and communities.

Additionally, the lack of an urban trail network 

within the heavily urbanized southeastern 

portion of Oakland County was identified as 

a significant gap in the system. Therefore, the 

Trails Master Plan addresses the ongoing efforts 

to implement a greenway along the Woodward 

Corridor.

The Trails Master Plan includes a design ele-

ment to serve as a resource and reference 

guide for county agencies, local communities, 

trail agencies, and stakeholder groups with 

regard to planning, design and construction of 

the non-motorized network.

Design Guidelines

Design guidelines for various non-motor-

ized facility types, such as this shared use 

trail, serve as a reference guide for plan-

ning, design and construction.

The Action Plan section of the Oakland County 

Trails Master Plan provides focus for the Coun-

ty and local agencies and identifies short- and 

long-term action items to continue progress 

and implementation. A funding component 

of the Action Plan serves as a foundation for 

future grant applications and funding requests.






